APPENDIX B





USW BRIEF OUTLINE





The following is a suggested list of data elements to cover, and an order to follow when preparing your USW brief.  It is known that there are many briefing styles and that a comprehensive brief can be done in a multitude of ways.  Remember this is only a guide and pertinent information will be different at every command based on their mission.    





CONTENT & ORGANIZATION





1.	Weather





a.	Current weather





b.	Forecast weather





(1)	Aviation


(2)	Surface





	c.	Effects of weather on the mission (how it will effect ABMN, SLD, icing, etc.)





2.	Oceanography





a.	Bottom data





(1)	Topography


(2)	Composition


(3)	Special features


(4)	Bottom loss


(5)	What impact do these oceanographic elements have on the mission.





b.	Currents





(1)	Location and Type


(2)	Speed and Direction


(3)	What effect will currents have on the mission.





c.	Fronts and Eddies





(1)	Location and Type


(2)	Warm or Cold


(3)	Effect that fronts and eddies will have on the mission














d.	Seas





(1)	Sea and swell waves


(2)	Water temperature and survival time


(3)	Effect that seas will have on the mission





e.	Water clarity and salinity





f.	Biologics





(1)	Types and concentration


(2)	Ambient noise associated with biologics


(3)	Bioluminescence


(4)	The effect that biologics will have on the mission.





3.	Acoustics





a.	Threat data (Frequencies, Source Level’s, and FOM’s)





b.	Self data (Platforms and Sensors)





c.	Sound Speed Profile and its characteristics





(1)	Sonic Layer Depth


(2)	Deep Sound Channel Axis


(3)	Depth Excess


(4)	Low Frequency Cutoff


(5)	Main and Secondary Sound Channels





d.	Propagation Paths





e.	Ambient Noise (shipping, sea state, biologics)





f.	Ocean topographic effects





g.	Range Predictions





h.	Counter Detection Ranges (Passive and Active)





i.	Recommendations





(1)	Sensor placement with regard to the environment.


	(2)	Optimum speed for surface forces. (Ambient Limited speed and Break Point speed)











4.	Non-Acoustics





a.	Electromagnetic Propagation Conditions Summary (PCS) and the forecast changes.


 					


				b.	Astrological data





c.	Geomagnetic noise, MAD features, and Alpha Index.





d.	Counterdetection for non-acoustic sensors.  





e.	Recommendations





5.	Summary slide





a.	Hit the high points in bullet format.





b.	Be sure to summarize data, don’t brief it again.





	c.	Keep data in the summary in the realm of environmental effects on the mission.
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