APPENDIX A

NODDS PROCEDORES


Access to NODDS is attained by double clicking the "NODDS" icon within the program group called “Weather”.  This gives the operator the main display screen.

Main Pull Down Menus

Each of the main pull‑down menus has several choices of action which enables the user to manipulate the program.  These menus are accessed one at a time.


Data Manager Subdirectory.  The following options are found under the Data Manager Subdirectory:


Instructions Option.  This is highlighted when first entering NODDS or whenever control is passed back to the main display screen.


Retrieve Data.  This activates an automatic series of programs to construct files that identify your subset of data to be downloaded from FNOC.  The communication's package will be loaded and the operator will be asked to select the mode of communications.  After the selection is made, the remainder of the download is automatic.  After all data are processed and ready for display, the main display screen is activated.


Archive Data.  This is used to archive some or all of the processed fields from a selected area.  It is also used to erase any or all of the processed fields from a selected area without archiving them.


Restore Data.  To use this option there must be previously saved fields that have been archived.  If an area has been modified since it was archived, this option will not work properly.  Archived data can be restored to the original area or a duplicate of the original area.


Upper Air Data.  To use this screen you must have already previously selected and received an upper air observation.  This allows an entire upper air sounding to be deleted or pieces of data to be changed using the arrow keys or a mouse.


HWD.  This allows you to build an HWD for inclusion in a flight weather packet.  Before accessing this option you must have previously defined an area and retrieve the data.


Quit Option.  This option allows you to quit NODDS and return normal computer operations.


Display Subdirectory.  The following options are found under the Display subdirectory:


Map.  Allows the display of tailored information such as:


- Contours of isolines


- Wind barbs and arrows


- Boundary line data - wind warnings, storm tracks, etc.


Up to three fields may be displayed at once.



Loop.  This allows selection of fields for the loop and was developed to allow comparison of two to three fields for short range forecasting.  On-screen help will aid in speed selection, pausing, and termination of the loop.


Skew-T.  This selects the "station to display" menu.  It displays Skew-T with appropriate sounding data and additional information including SSI, LCL, CCL, Freezing Level, Wind Shear, and Icing information.  Colors of display are not user‑selectable in this option.


Multi-Map.  This allows the user to display up to four maps, with as many as three products on each map, on the screen simultaneously.  Follow map placement in the upper right corner of the screen to see what panel you are working on.


Auto-Print.  This displays and prints a series of products which are selected by the user for a specified area.  Multiple charts and overlays may be selected before printing begins. Once all entries are completed, the program will automatically print selected products in order of selection.


Slide Show.  This displays, builds, changes, or deletes a slide show (multiple product display).  Before building a slide show user must predefine and retrieve the data for the areas wanted.


Satellite Display.  This displays a DMSP mosaic satellite shot in either IR or Visual format.  The area must be predefined and retrieved before using this option.  A mouse is required to run this option.  


Fields/Areas Subdirectory.  The following options are found under the Fields/Areas subdirectory:


Select Fields.  This activates a series of submenus that allow selection of products (both analysis and forecasts).  Forecast times are 12, 24, 36, 48, 60, and 72 hours from base analysis time.   Boundary Line data such as wind warnings, high sea warnings, tropical cyclone warnings, etc. are selected from this menu.


Define Area.  This activates a menu that allows selection of either Mercator, Southern or Northern Hemispheric polar projections.  After selection is made, a display of the world or a specified hemisphere is displayed.  Instructions on the screen will allow selection of desired area.


Delete Area. Allows the user to delete a predefined area.  


Rename Area. Allows the user to rename a predefined area.


Duplicate Area. Allows the user to duplicate a predefined area and rename it.


Configure Subdirectory.  The following options are found under the Configure subdirectory:


Contour Variable.  Allows the user to tailor the contour interval of isolines.  This must be done prior to retrieving data.


Change Color.  Allows the user to select colors of overlay data and background.


Communications.  Allows the user to set up communications parameters (phone numbers, communication ports, passwords, etc.).


Time Zone.  This ensures that the microcomputer program can correctly calculate time zones in UTC.  The computer clock and time zone must be set correctly.  Daylight savings time must be set correctly as well.


Products.  Selects streamline, isotach, or altimeter setting data.  Streamline or isotach analysis allows these displays in addition to the standard windbarb plots.  Selecting the altimeter setting option will produce a field of alphanumeric altimeter settings each time a surface pressure field is downloaded.


Printer.  Allows the user to change the printer or set various printer options.


Station Model.  Allows the user to select which parameters to be plotted on a surface synoptic chart.


All of the available options from MIDDS cannot be covered in it’s entirety.  For lab use, MIDDS will be utilized to download many products to complete this objective.  The instructor will now show you some of it’s capabilities to support product requests, manipulation, and aviation style briefs.
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